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SUBJECT: MOROCCAN VESSEL CHARTERED BY POLAND FOR TRADE WITH CUBA 
REF: STATE 219955, 12/6/72- RABAT 0166 

1. WE HAVE RECEIVED FOREIGN MINISTRY NOTE DATED MARCH 16 IN 
REPLY OUR NOTE OF DECEMBER 8 REGARDING CHARTERING OF MOROCCAN 
VESSEL AL MANSOUR BILLAH BY POLISH GOVERNMENT TO ENGAGE IN 
TRADE WITH CUBA. NOTE STATES GOM POLICY ON NOT AUTHORIZING 
MOROCCAN VESSELS TO CALL AT CUBA PORTS HAS NOT CHANGED. 

IT NOTES THAT MOROCCAN LEGISLATION DOES NOT CALL FOR GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORIZATION OF FOREIGN CHARTERING OF A MOROCCAN VESSEL 
AND SAYS AL MANSOUR BILLAH WAS CHARTERED BY POLISH GOVERNMENT 
FROM MOROCCAN FIRM NAVIMAR WHICH WAS IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES 
AND HAD FEW ALTERNATIVES. FACED WITH A FAIT ACCOMPLI 
DIRECTOR OF MERCHANT MARINE CALLED ATTENTION OF NAVIMAR 
AND OTHER MOROCCAN SHIPOWNERS TO SITUATION IN WHICH 
SUCH ACTION PLACED MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT. 

2. NOTE CONCLUDES BY STATING THAT INCIDENT SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED CLOSED AND WITH NO RISK THAT IT WILL BE 
REPEATED. 

PARKER 
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